
Welcome to Rockville 
Now a diverse and busy 

city, Rockville grew from 

a mid-1700s crossroads 

settlement that was a 

way station between the 

important commercial 

centers of Georgetown 

and Frederick. In 1776, 

our small settlement was 

chosen as the county seat 

for the newly formed Montgomery County. Over 200 years later, 

the City of Rockville remains the county seat and retains a rich 

historical character and a thriving modern identity. We 

welcome residents and guests to explore our heritage sites, 

learn about our history, and enjoy our amenities. 

Many people connected with court activities settled in Rockville. 

Beautiful homes from as early as 1815 can be seen in the West 

Montgomery Historic District. During the Civil War, Rockville 

was divided over the issues of slavery and secession as both 

Union and Confederate troops passed through the town. 

The Underground Railroad, active in Rockville, funneled slaves 

northward towards freedom. The memoirs of Josiah Henson, 

a slave on a Rockville farm, inspired Harriet Beecher Stowe’s 

influential abolitionist novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin. 

Rockville’s African American history includes the struggles 

and achievements of black residents after slavery. Following the 

Civil War, Rockville’s segregated black population established 

separate communities and cultural institutions, including the 

free black settlements of Martins Lane and Haiti that remain 

today. Lincoln High School, the only high school for black 

students in Montgomery County during segregation, stands 

as a monument to efforts to achieve education despite the 

challenges of that time.

By the late 1800s, the steam engines of the Metropolitan Branch of 

the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad brought Washington D.C. residents 

seeking fresh air, healthy living, and well-apportioned Victorian 

homes. Trolley cars connecting Rockville and D.C. arrived in the 

1900s. However, the population remained below 2,000 in 1930. After 

World War II, the population began to skyrocket, changing Rockville 

from a small town to a true city. Rockville Pike grew to a four-lane 

divided roadway, lined with stores and restaurants to serve a newly 

mobile population.  

The expansion of Rockville Pike is just one example of the 

technological advances that helped form the city. Others are visible 

in the 1873 Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Station and associated 

19th-century suburbs, and the mid-20th-century communities of 

Twinbrook, New Mark Commons, and Woodley Gardens. 

Our farming heritage has been preserved in several former local 

farms: Dawson Farm Park, once a 19th-century farm, King Farm 

Farmstead Park, an early 20th-century dairy farm, and Glenview 

Mansion, an early 20th-century garden-estate. 

We invite you to explore the city and its many historical sites to 
learn about its heritage and growth.
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for black students in the county, Lincoln is a landmark in 

educational history. 

Rockville Civic Center (D)

The City’s premier recreation center, with five public facilities, cul-

tural and recreational events, and trails through forests and fields.

#5 Glenview Mansion and Cottage
603 Edmonston Drive

Built in 1838 for Richard and Catharine Bowie and substantially 

expanded in 1926, this neo-classical mansion is known as 

“Glenview.” Since 1957, it has been used for various civic, cultural, 

and private social events. The formal gardens were designed in the 

late 1920s by landscape architect John H. Small III for Irene and 

James Lyon.

#6 F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre
603 Edmonston Drive

This 1960 Modernist building is named after the famous author 

F. Scott Fitzgerald. It is on Glenview property. The theater has 446 

seats for the performing arts and is used primarily by community 

theater groups and professional touring companies. 

#7 Croydon Creek Nature Center
852 Avery Road

The center is located on 120 acres of forest preserve, open 

meadows, and a creek with a variety of wildlife. Features 

include interpretive exhibits, informative programs, and the 

exploration of an urban forest. 

#8 Rockville Cemetery
1350 Baltimore Road

Established 1738, Rockville Cemetery has been used as a burial 

ground for more than 260 years. The oldest stone marks the 

grave of John Harding, who died in 1752. The cemetery is the 

final resting place for notable residents, veterans and public 

officials.

Dawson Farm Park (E)

312 Ritchie Parkway

Dawson Farm Park is on the National Register of Historic Places. 

Today it is 7.2 acres and has privately-owned farmhouses, a 

historic granary, and a barn. The park offers a nature trail, park 

benches and shelter, picnic tables, playground equipment, and 

an urban wildlife sanctuary. 

Wootton’s Mill Park (F)

Hurley Avenue

Park visitors can enjoy recreational activities, picnic tables, 

playground equipment, nearly 200 community garden plots, 

an urban wildlife sanctuary, and an interpretive display of the 

original mill.

#9 Miller’s House (W.H. Holmes House)
8 Camden Court

Near Wootton’s Mill Park property rests the log and frame Miller’s 

House, now a private residence. It was used by famous painter 

and geographer William Henry Holmes for summer vacations.  

King Farm Farmstead Park (G)

Today, King Farm residents 

enjoy a dense walkable 

community with parks and 

open space, including King 

Farm Farmstead Park. 

Previously the farm was 

owned by W. Lawson King and 

was operated as a dairy farm 

for a majority of its history 

until its development as a New 

Urbanist community in 1997. 

Haiti (A)

Haiti (pronounced Hay-tie) was one of Rockville’s first African 

American neighborhoods. Settled by free blacks and former 

slaves, it was just outside town limits until annexed in 1949. 

#1 Haiti Cemetery
205 Martins Lane

Established in the late 19th century, this cemetery served as 

the earliest burial ground for black residents in Rockville, 

particularly families living in the Haiti neighborhood. The earliest 

grave marker in this three-quarter acre site dates from 1889. 

East Rockville (B) 

East Rockville includes the Rockville Park Historic District, 

a subdivision platted in 1884 along the Metropolitan Branch of 

the B&O Railroad. It grew out of the suburban development 

of Rockville with the extension of the railroad in 1873. 

#2 Pump House
401 South Horners Lane

Built in 1897, the Pump House at Croydon Park supplied public 

water and electricity to the town. It is a significant landmark in 

the development of public utilities. By 1958, the Pump House 

was no longer viable as Rockville’s water supplier. 

#3 Typhoid House
308 Baltimore Road

Built in 1884/85 for the Reading family, this Victorian house 

was identified as the locus of a 1913 typhoid epidemic, which 

led to the construction of Rockville’s first public sewage system.

Lincoln Park (C) 

This historically black 

community was established 

outside Rockville in 1891. It 

expanded to its current size 

in 1924, but remained 

outside town limits until 

1949 and without sewer 

lines and street lights until 

the mid-1950s. The unique history of this neighborhood can be 

seen in the modest houses and vernacular architecture. 

#4 Lincoln High School
595 North Stonestreet Avenue 

Moved to this location in 1935, this building served as the 

only high school for black students in Montgomery County 

until 1951. As the oldest remaining secondary school constructed 

Pump House

Jerusalem-Mt. Pleasant United 
Methodist Church

Typhoid House

Lincoln Park Community Center

Glenview Mansion

King Farm Farmstead Park

RockvilleHeritageMap_2b.indd   1 12/21/15   1:47 PM



Courthouse Square Historic District

A popular gathering place and central location, Montgomery 

Court House became the county seat in 1776. Located here were 

the county’s court house, jail, and polling place. The Town of 

Rockville, named in 1803, grew around the court activities.

#10 Red Brick Courthouse
29 Courthouse Square

The 1891 Romanesque style 

courthouse, designed by Baltimore 

architect Francis E. Davis, is the third 

courthouse to stand on this site. The 

building originally housed County 

Commissioners, Circuit Court, and 

Orphans Court. A popular site for 

wedding photos, today it is home to 

Peerless Rockville and stands as a 

symbol of historic preservation 

in Rockville. 

#11 9/11 Memorial
Courthouse Square Park, East Jefferson and Maryland Avenue

This memorial honors eleven Montgomery County residents 

who lost their lives on September 11, 2001.  Eleven benches are 

uniquely designed to reflect the character of each resident.    

#12  The Grey Courthouse
27 Courthouse Square

Designed in 1931 by 

architects Delos H. Smith 

and Thomas H. Edwards, 

the construction of this 

Neoclassical style court-

house relied heavily on 

local laborers, including 

African American artisans.

#13 Art Deco Bank
4 Courthouse Square, 

Former Farmers Bank

This unique structure is Rockville’s 

only surviving example of Art Deco 

style architecture. It has been in 

continuous operation as a bank 

since it was constructed in 1930. 

 

#14 Police Headquarters
2 West Montgomery Avenue 

Former Post Office

Built in 1938, Rockville’s 

first permanent post 

office building includes 

a mural from the 

Depression-era Work 

Projects Administration.  

Today, it is used as 

the Rockville police 

headquarters. 

South Washington Street Historic District 

The oldest residences along South Washington Street were 

built between 1884 and 1910 by the prominent Anderson and 

Stonestreet families, in Victorian and Colonial Revival styles. 

#15 Site of Charles Hungerford’s Tavern
Corner of West Jefferson and South Washington Street

Patriots of lower Frederick County met here on June 11, 1774 

to protest actions of the British Parliament. The drafting of The 

Hungerford Resolves was Rockville’s contribution to the events that 

led to the Declaration of Independence. In 1777, the tavern served 

as the courthouse and jail until a permanent building was 

constructed.  

#16 Christ Episcopal Church
109 South Washington Street

The Gothic Revival style church that stands here today was 

completed in 1887. During the Civil War, Union sympathizers 

sought refuge within the church, including members of the vestry 

who were captured by Confederate soldiers.

#17 Adam Robb’s Tavern Marker
West Jefferson between South Washington and Maryland Avenue

Adam Robb’s tavern was a popular stop for travelers on the road 

between Georgetown and Frederick. Josiah Henson, a slave of 

Adam Robb, became a preacher and fugitive abolitionist. 

Henson’s 1849 autobiography portrayed the hardship of slave life 

in early Rockville. Harriet Beecher Stowe modeled the character of 

Uncle Tom in her famous novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin on his life.

#18 City Hall and Boundary Stone
111 Maryland Avenue

Built in 1962, this is Rockville’s first municipal office building.  

One of four original boundary stones sits in front of it. The 

original markers were placed at the four corners of the town’s 

limits in 1803. This boundary stone was unearthed in 1959.

B&O Railroad Historic District

This district preserves three 19th-century structures representing 

distinctive cultural themes in Rockville: rail transportation, which 

helped fuel Rockville’s expansion in the late 1800s; religious life; 

and local business. 

#19 Baltimore & Ohio (B&O) Railroad Station
98 Church Street

The arrival of the B&O 

Railroad was a milestone in 

Rockville history. Built in 

1873, the Gothic-style station 

designed by E. Francis 

Baldwin is representative 

of 19th-century suburban 

development. As a result 

of the Metrorail extension, the station was moved in 1981 to its 

current location. 

#20 Wire Hardware Store
22 Baltimore Road

A general store has occupied this location along the rail line since 

1884. The original structure was destroyed by fire and replaced in 

1895 by this brick Queen Anne structure with a distinctive cast iron 

front. Acquired in 1944 by the Wire and Lanier families, it operated 

as Wire Hardware and Lumber Company until 1990.

#21 St. Mary’s Catholic Church, Chapel and Cemetery
520 Veirs Mill Road

Built in 1817 to accommodate 

the growing Catholic 

population of Rockville, the 

original chapel still stands 

today. The Modernist church 

was constructed in the 1960s. 

Next to the chapel is the 

cemetery where American 

writer F. Scott Fitzgerald, his 

wife Zelda, and members of his family are buried. 

West Montgomery Avenue Historic District

The district extends north and south along the spine of West 

Montgomery Avenue and includes a fine collection of Victorian 

frame homes. Plaques denote historic homes that were built from 

1815-1943 and feature a wide variety of architectural styles.

#22 Jerusalem-Mt. Pleasant United Methodist Church 
and Parsonage 
21 /17 Wood Lane

This church was built in 1858 and rebuilt in 1892. Originally used 

by both black and white residents of Rockville, a dispute over 

slavery during the Civil War caused the congregation to divide. 

After the Civil War, the church became a black congregation. The 

parsonage was built in 1912. In 1954, the parsonage and church 

were covered with stucco.

#23 Pumphrey’s Funeral Home
300 West Montgomery Avenue

Built c. 1909 as a private residence, this structure is a good example 

of Neoclassical Southern Colonial architecture. Since 1930, when 

the third generation of the Pumphrey family moved their business 

into this building, it has served as Pumphrey Funeral Home.

#24 Beall-Dawson House and Museum
103 West Montgomery Avenue

Completed in 1815 by 

Upton Beall, this two-and-

a-half story brick Federal 

style building was the 

home of the prominent 

Beall family, their slaves, 

and later Beall descen-

dants into the 20th century. 

Today, it is operated by the 

Montgomery County 

Historical Society. Inside are a museum, period rooms containing 

18th- and 19th-century furnishings, and changing exhibits. The site 

also includes the Jane C. Sween Research Library.

#25 Dr. Stonestreet’s Office
103 West Montgomery Avenue

Built c. 1852 for Dr. Edward E. Stonestreet, this one-room office 

originally stood at the corner of East Montgomery Avenue and 

Monroe Street. Once used as Rockville’s first public library, it is now 

The Stonesteet Museum of 19th Century Medicine.

#26 Baptist Cemetery
115 West Jefferson Street

Dating to 1823 as the burial ground for Bethel Baptist 

Church at the western limits of town, the cemetery 

was active until 1896. Members of the Veirs, Bouic, and other 

prominent Rockville families are buried here. Since 1983, 

Peerless Rockville has owned and maintained the grounds.  

#27 Rockville Christian Church
113-115 West Jefferson Street

Constructed in 1892, the site housed a small frame 

Presbyterian “meeting house” until 1953. Today, the building has 

been adapted for use by a law firm and renamed the Bell Tower. 

#28 Rockville Academy
103 South Adams Street

Built in 1890, Rockville Academy educated 30-60 young men 

of Montgomery County annually. Funding for the school came 

from a state-authorized lottery. The academy closed after World 

War I. The building and grounds were preserved through private 

and public efforts. Today, it houses a private office.

#29 Site of Woodlawn Hotel/Chestnut Lodge 
500 West Montgomery Avenue

The Woodlawn Hotel, built 

c. 1888, had broad lawns, 

shaded verandas, and 

fashionable public rooms 

that served as a social 

center for Rockville in the 

1890s. The hotel was 

remodeled in 1909 as 

the private sanitarium 

Chestnut Lodge. This was 

a renowned psychiatric 

hospital and workplace of Dr. Frieda Fromm-Reichmann. The 

original structure was lost to fire on June 7, 2009.

#30 Frieda’s Cottage
29 Thomas Street

Dr. Frieda Fromm-Reichmann (1889-1957), an internationally 

known psychiatrist, emigrated from Germany in 1935. This 

cottage was her home and included an office and reception area 

for her patients. Today, the property is maintained and owned 

by Peerless Rockville and rented to tenants.

#31 108 Forest Avenue
Built in 1890 in Queen Anne style, the 16-room frame 

dwelling cost $6,000 and had one of the first telephones in town. 

Resident Edwin Smith, of the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey, 

studied variations of latitude from a temporary observatory 

behind the home. Scenes from the Warren Beatty film “Lilith” 

were filmed here. 

Rockville Town Square

Featuring unique locally- 

owned shops and restaurants, 

Rockville Memorial Library, 

and free events in Rockville 

Town Square. 
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