
Looking back at Rockville’s  
African American heritage  

By 1860, regional differences in farming practices around 
Maryland affected the prevalence of enslaved labor. Northern 
and western counties in Maryland had transitioned to less 
labor intensive diversified agriculture. Southern counties 
continued to focus on tobacco cultivation and remained 
heavily reliant upon slaves. Early in the 19th century, 
Montgomery County farmers switched from tobacco to  
wheat and corn, crops that required fewer slaves. However, 
the county remained culturally and politically allied with 
neighbors to the south and on the Eastern Shore.  

So many Marylanders had emancipated their slaves by 
1860 that more free blacks could be found in Maryland than 
in any other state of the Union; they nearly equaled slaves in 
numbers. In contrast, Montgomery County’s population of 

18,322 included 5,421 enslaved and only 1,552 free blacks.  
After June 1, 1860, the Maryland General Assembly 

prohibited manumission, so slaveholders could no longer 
legally free their slaves. However, there was a surge of 
manumissions ahead of the deadline. Sentiment was changing 
and the future of slavery in Maryland was uncertain.  

The Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863 did 
not apply in Maryland or any state that remained in the 
Union. Some Marylanders favored gradual abolition in loyal 
states and held out for compensation to slave owners.   

A new 1864 Maryland constitution passed by popular vote 
outlawed slavery, disenfranchised Southern sympathizers, 
and established a system of free public education, but for 
nearly a decade public schools were for white children only.  

Slavery in Maryland and Montgomery County 

Emancipation and the Freedmen’s Bureau in Rockville 

The vote to approve the 1864 constitution was close—
30,174 in favor to 29,799 against. Montgomery County 
overwhelmingly opposed ratification with 422 votes in favor 

and 1,367 in opposition, 
numbers similar to counties 
in southern Maryland and 
the Eastern Shore. 

The constitution took 
effect on November 1,  
1864, freeing all enslaved 
men, women, and children 
in Maryland. Slaveholders 
received no compensation. 

Maryland was the first state below the Mason-Dixon Line to 
free slaves within its boundaries by popular vote.  

A legacy of the 1864 constitution was a census of slaves 
and owners, as of November 1, 1864, taken in 1867 in the  
vain hope that the federal government might compensate 
slave owners in gratitude for Maryland’s loyalty to the Union.  
The census is organized by district and then by slave  

owner, with each slave listed by name, gender, age, and 
sometimes additional notes.  

The Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands, 
popularly known as the Freedmen’s Bureau, opened in 
Maryland in September of 1865. Colonel R. G. Rutherford 
supervised Montgomery County’s program from an office in  
Rockville. He adjudicated claims for collection of wages, taking 
some to court. He met with residents interested in building 
schoolhouses for their children, attempted to connect 
freedmen with prospective employers, kept lists of black 
property owners, and intervened for parents whose hired-out 
children were not returned when promised.  
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Desire for Education:  Schools in Rockville 

Congress enlarged the mission of the 
Freedmen’s Bureau in July 1866 to 
encourage and help finance efforts of 
freedmen, philanthropists, and states to 
engage in the education of blacks. The 
freedmen knew education was the path to 
economic and political independence that 
gave real meaning to their newfound 
freedom. Rutherford’s reports document 
advancements and challenges in 
establishing black schools in Rockville and 
Montgomery County. There was a school in 
Rockville as early as 1866. The Washington 
Evening Star reported on June 25 of that  
year that the teacher “was obliged to close 
the school on the 22nd owing to the 
inability of people to support it.” 

The following month, Daniel Brogden  
and Solomon Williams appealed to the 
Freedmen’s Bureau for assistance in  
recovering from John Mortimer Kilgour  
funds they had collected and entrusted to him in 1858.  
The men argued that the money was “much needed by the 
Colored people to assist in securing a church and school.”   

In October 1866, Rutherford reported a large school in 
operation at Sandy Spring, and “efforts are being made, with 
good prospects of success, for the establishment of a school  
in Rockville.” 

To bolster these prospects, in February and March of  
1867, twenty Rockville black men pledged to support a school 
by taking responsibility for money “as may be necessary to 
pay the board and washing [laundry] of the teacher and to 
provide fuel and lights for the Schoolhouse.”  

Between the February 1867 petition and June 1867,  
a school operated in Rockville in the basement of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Rutherford noted that a  
Mr. Janney of the Baltimore Association for Moral and 

Educational 
Improvement of 
Colored People, who 
furnished the teacher, 
made “great objection” 
to it because it was 
“damp and ill suited  
to the purpose.”  
The church was the 
only large building 
accessible to the black 
community; hence  
the only place to  
house the school  

short of constructing one. Rutherford promised the Bureau’s 
assistance if the community decided to build one. 

In July 1867, the Freedmen’s Bureau tracked down 
Kilgour, who had moved out of state. Some of the money, 
$18.50 (modern value about $300) was recovered and 
returned to the black community. The receipt for the return  
of the money was signed by Henson Norris and Hillary  

Carroll of the Rockville Colored School Board and witnessed 
by Daniel Brogdon and Solomon Williams.  

Buoyed by the recovery of their meager funds and the 
promise of assistance from the Freedmen’s Bureau, school 
trustees purchased ½ acre of land on August 31, 1868 from  
a black woman named Mary Brashears for the sum of one 
dollar. The land was conveyed to school trustees “for the 
purpose of erecting, or allowing to be erected thereon, a 
School House, for the use, benefit, and education of the 
colored People of Montgomery County forever.” 

The seven school trustees included four men who had 
signed the petition to support the school: William H. Kelley, 
Solomon Williams, William Baker, and Israel Butler. The 
other school trustees were Daniel and John Brogden, and 
Andrew Davis. Butler and Davis were younger than the rest  
of the trustees, and both were Civil War veterans.  

The trustees informed the Freedmen’s Bureau that Israel 
Butler would collect the building materials. The location 
described on the deed places the lot about where the  
“Col’d School” is shown on the 1879 G.M. Hopkins Atlas  
map above. Most accounts say the school was built in 1876; 
however evidence strongly suggests the trustees constructed 
a school earlier.   

A semi-annual report on schools for freedmen in 1870 
quoted Daniel Brogden on his efforts to establish a school: 

 

Daniel Brogden, once a slave, now eighty-two years  
of age, who bought  himself “because he wanted a  
free hour to die in,” is now trustee of a colored school 
in Rockville, Maryland. Being asked if he had an 
education, “only what I got behind de plow-tail—stole  
it, like.” “How was that, uncle?” Why, when children 
gwine to school I goes up to de fence, git little lesson 
from dem in de book—give chile hen egg for it, you 
see.” In this way he learned to read his Bible. And  
the old man said: “If I git de school going in Rockville,  
I gwine to go and study, too.” 
 

An early school for black children in 
Rockville operated in the basement of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church.  

Map of Rockville from the 1879 G.M. Hopkins Atlas; inset shows the “Col’d school.” 



After public schools for black children were mandated in 
Maryland in 1872, existing colored schools were frequently 
incorporated into the school system.  

In 1876, the Montgomery County Board of School 
Commissioners approved $600 to purchase a lot for a school in 
Rockville. William Veirs Bouic, who had successfully contested 
Mary Brashear’s ownership of the lot in 1870, sold it to  
them. The deed does not indicate the presence of a building.  

 It is clear that classes were held somewhere. There  
are records of payment to Ellen Watts for teaching from 
September 1869 to June 1870. Watts was listed as a teacher 
living in Rockville on the 1870 census. Moreover, on that 
census, at least thirty-three black children, many related to  
the signers, were recorded as attending school. The 1869 
report by the Freedmen’s Bureau Supervisor of Education for 
Maryland lists 10 African American schools in Montgomery 
County, including Rockville.  

The majority of the work of the Freedmen’s Bureau was 
discontinued on July 1, 1869. Three years later, it was officially 
terminated. 

A new pro-Southern Democratic governor and legislature 
proceeded to rescind part of the progress of the 1864 state 
constitution, which was replaced by a new more conservative 
document in 1867. Thus began the move by African Americans 
to insulate themselves against the prejudices of the outside 
world by forming small self-sufficient communities to provide 
for church, education, insurance, and care for the elderly.  

The 1864 Maryland Constitution and the 13th, 14th, and 
15th amendments to the United States Constitution bestowed 
freedom but none resulted in immediate equal rights. 
Segregation remained a way of life for Montgomery County 
and Maryland—in housing, education, public facilities, and 
social interaction—for nearly another century.  

 

The men who signed the 1867 petition were a mixture of 
free men and former slaves who had gained freedom through 
a variety of methods. A few were born free, some manumitted, 
others purchased their freedom or joined the military. Most 
had been freed on November 1, 1864 by the state 
constitution; at least one was in the District of Columbia when 
an Act of Congress freed all enslaved persons living there. 

The signers ranged in age from 21 to  
62 years of age. Most were illiterate; only five were able to 
sign their own names. Their occupations included laborers, 
farmhands, minister, pump maker, carpenters, shoemakers, 
whitewasher, and farmer. According to the Freedmen’s 
Bureau account of black property owners in Montgomery 
County in 1867, only five of the twenty owned land and 
personal property; six had only personal property, and nine 
had neither.  

As a sign of increasing prosperity, three more owned land 
by 1880. The signers lived mainly in four areas:  Martins Lane, 
Middle Lane/Washington Street, Great Falls Road, and Avery 
Road, or on the property of their employees.  

Most of these men lived out their lives in Rockville. The 
last one died in 1917. They were respected members of the 
community, leaders at the Jerusalem Methodist Episcopal 
(M.E.) Church and among the founders of Clinton African 
Methodist Episcopal (A.M.E.) Church.  

 

Samuel Martin  1804 –1873 
Sam Martin was clearly a leader in the school movement. 

He was probably the oldest of the twenty men who signed  
the 1867 petition, the most influential and the wealthiest.  

Sam was born into slavery in about 1804 and freed by 
1832. That year, he was one of more than 1,200 free blacks 
surveyed about colonization, none of whom expressed a 
desire to emigrate to Liberia. Thereafter Sam Martin was 
counted in every federal census from 1840 to 1870.  

A property owner, he inherited land on the west side of 
Washington Street near Wood Lane in 1839, and purchased land 
in 1853 on the north side of Martins Lane. His occupation was 
described as farmer, indicating that he worked his own land.  

On February 15, 1867, he pledged to support a school  
in Rockville. A few 
months later, he was  
a founding member  
of Clinton A.M.E. 
Church.  

Sam Martin died  
in 1873, leaving 
“considerable fortune 
and property” to  
his wife Lavinia,  
his children, and 
grandchildren. The 
farm was divided into 
five equal parts of 
nearly two acres  
each, resulting in  
the streetscape and 
large lots on the north 
side of Martins Lane 
today.  

The Petition Signers 

Stars on this 1879 map show main areas where petition signers resided. 

 



Solomon Williams  circa (c.) 1812–? (date unknown) 
Solomon Williams’ origins are unknown. He was not listed 

among the slaves whose owners sought compensation after 
emancipation, but his wife Sidney, most of their children and 
some of their grandchildren were listed as property of May A. 
and Nannie Wootten.   

He was among the men who sought help from the 
Freedmen’s Bureau in recovering money from John Mortimer 
Kilgour. In August 1868, he was also one of the trustees who 
purchased land from Mary Brashears for a school. 

Solomon Williams apparently had considerable influence. 
His sons, Richard and Hezekiah, and a son-in-law, Hillary 
Powell, added their names to the petition. Henry Dove and 
Tilghman Graham were extended family members. 

 

The Williams Brothers 
Richard and Hezekiah were born to Sidney Bowie and 

Solomon Williams. May and Nannie Wootten held them, their 
mother, and most of their siblings in slavery. Both brothers 
signed the petition on February 28, 1867. 

 

Richard Williams  c. 1838–? (died before 1910) 
Richard’s wife, Victorine Dove, was held in slavery by a 

different owner, John Willson. They married on December 18, 
1867, and lived on Seven Locks Road beyond the Almshouse 
on the farm of her parents’ former owner, Samuel Willson. 
The 1870 census recorded Richard’s occupation as farmhand.  

In the 1880 census, Richard and Victorine were in their 
own household, and their 9-year-old son was recorded as 
attending school. Their only son had no descendants.   

  

Hezekiah Williams  c. 1840–1917 
Hezekiah Williams married Mary Elizabeth Mitchell on 

September 9, 1867. In 1870, they lived in the Mechanicsville 
(Olney) area where Mary was from and he worked as a farm 
laborer. It appears he never lived in Rockville again.  

By 1880, Hezekiah had moved to Washington, D.C. Entries 
in the City Directory listed him variously as a porter, laborer, 
and school janitor over the next decades.  

Hezekiah lived in Washington for nearly 50 years, but his 
roots in Montgomery County apparently remained strong. 
When he died in December 1917, his funeral was in Rockville 
at Clinton A.M.E. Zion Church. Survivors include his wife Mary 
and sisters Vic Alexander, Sophia Baker, and Julia Snowden. 
None of his three children survived to adulthood.   

 

Hillary Powell  c. 1823–1874 
Hillary Powell was a freeman prior to emancipation.  

In 1850, he was a farmhand in a house with fellow petition 
signer Barney Lyles, next to Dr. Wootten. At that time, May and 
Nannie Wootten owned Hillary’s future wife, Pricilla Williams.  

Pricilla was listed on the 1867 slave census with their five 
children. Perhaps his children were the incentive that led him 
on February 15 to join his father-in-law, Solomon Williams, on 
the petition. Like most of the others, he signed with “his 
mark,” an X. 

Hillary Powell has no real estate or personal property. 
Nevertheless signing the petition endangered him and his 
large family. An October 1866 Freedmen’s Bureau report 
observed: “The colored people, as a general thing, manifest a  
 

desire to avoid trouble with the white people and frequently 
submit to imposition through fear of gaining their ill will by 
complaining.” 

Apparently, Hillary Powell did not subscribe to this strategy. 
Just three months after signing the petition, he accused Dr.  
A.H. Somers of severely caning him for an impertinent reply. 
The Freedmen’s Bureau obtained a settlement for him, but 
could not convince a jury to indict the local doctor. 

In 1870, Hillary, Pricilla, and their now eight children lived 
near her extended family in the Avery Road area. Hillary was 
a laborer and his children attended school.  

The February 20, 1874 Montgomery County Sentinel 
reported, “Hillary Powell’s body was found Thursday 
February 12 on Major England’s land.” The coroner’s report 
concluded that he suffered apoplexy. England's land is very 
close to where Hillary lived on property of Pricilla's parents.  
 

Henson Norris  c. 1817–? (died before 1900)  
Henson Norris’s first public record is the 1860 census 

when he was listed as living in the household of a white 
wheelwright. Nothing is known of his earlier years.  

Henson joined nineteen of his neighbors in signing the 
pledge to support a school on February 20, 1867. He signed 
his own name, indicating some degree of education.  

As “President School Board, Rockville Col’d School,” 
Henson Norris signed the 1867 letter acknowledging receipt 
of $18.50 from John Mortimer Kilgour.  

He lived the balance of his days in Rockville; one census 
recorded him as white washer. Descendants of Henson and 
his wife Lucinda live in Rockville.  

 

William Baker  c. 1810 –? (died before 1880) 
At the time of emancipation, William Baker was a free  

man. On the 1860 census, he was a shoemaker and lived in 
Rockville with his wife Charity and an 8-year-old boy named 
Otho Dorsey.  

He signed the 1867 petition with his mark. The next year, he 
joined five other black men in purchasing property for a school. 

Otho has the surname Baker on later censuses. He was 
probably disabled, as he is listed “deaf and dumb” on the  
1870 and 1880 censuses, when he continued to live with his 
parents and work as a farm laborer.  

 

1867 receipt of money recovered by the Freedmen’s Bureau. 



William Kelley  (birth and death dates unknown) 
William Kelley is the most elusive of the petitioners. On 

February 14, 1867, he was the first to sign the petition and one 
of the few who actually signed his name. It was in a legible and 
clear hand. As a member of the school trustees, Kelley’s name 
was on the 1868 deed conveying Mary Brashears’ lot to the 
trustees for a school. 

All other facts of his life remain obscure. The trustees and 
school board members were mostly born before 1820. One 
theory is that Kelley was one of the elders of the group and 
may have died before 1870.  

 

Barney Lyles  c. 1819–c. 1875  
Barney Lyles was a free man before emancipation in 

Maryland, appearing at age 13 in the 1832 census of free 
inhabitants of Montgomery County. He was probably from 
Clarksburg, where he worked as a farm laborer in 1840.  
In 1850, he lived in Rockville and shared a house with Hillary 
Powell. This acquaintance may have caused him to support the 
school in Rockville, despite moving to Sandy Spring, with his 

wife Caroline and two children in 1860. They were still there 
in the 1870 census.  

No documents show him living in Rockville again. However, 
the Freedmen’s Bureau listed him as a property owner in 
Montgomery County’s District 4 (Rockville) in 1867. Perhaps 
this is what made him eligible to sign the pledge to support a 
school in Rockville on February 21, 1867.  

 

 Levi Hopkins  c. 1830–? (died before 1910) 
Hopkins is a surname prevalent in the Sandy Spring area.  

In every census from 1850 through 1900 that recorded Levi 
Hopkins, he lived in Sandy Spring. No known documents place 
him living or working in Rockville. His motive for pledging on 
March 2, 1867 to support a school is unclear since a school in 
Sandy Spring was flourishing.  

Levi worked as a laborer and farmhand. He married  
twice, first to Ellen Dorsey and then to Emma Berry in 1876. 
He headed a large family including children, grandchildren, 
and in-laws.  

 

Several men involved in the school movement lived in the 
Great Falls road community. Tilghman Graham, George Blair, 
Hillary Carroll, Daniel Brogden, and John Brogden all lived 
along Great Falls Road. Henry Dove and Adam Baker lived 
farther south on the other side of the Almshouse.  

The community dates from 1832 when Thomas Price 
purchased land from Jessie Leach. In 1857, Price sold ½ acre 
of his land to Louisa Carroll, a free black woman. In 1856 
Daniel Brogden and his wife Lydia bought the land adjacent  
to Thomas Price.  

Numerous family members lived on or near the Price 
property. Price had at least three daughters: Carolyn  
(Ransall) and Sarah (Dove) who were enslaved and Martha 
(Graham) who was born free. His will of 1858 left four acres  
of his land and his “dwelling house” to his daughter Martha 
Graham. Martha lived almost all of her life in his house. The 
wife of school board treasurer Hillary Carroll, Kitty Carroll, 
was recorded in the censuses from 1850 to 1880 as living  
next door to the Prices.   

Beyond freedom itself, the immediate impact of 
emancipation was the unification of families and legalization 
of marriages. The 1870 census showed notable changes  
in family structure in the Great Falls Road community as 
formerly enslaved relatives joined their families. Couples  
held by different owners could be together at last. Marriages 
such as those of Martha Price and Louisa Carroll to enslaved 
men became legal.  

 

Tilghman Graham  c. 1825–c. 1895 
Tilghman Graham was held in slavery by James Allnutt.  

His wife, Martha Price Graham, was a free property owner.  
In 1865, Martha’s house was one of the five denoted  
“col’d” in Rockville on the Martenet and Bond map of 
Montgomery County. Martha was included in the 1867 
Freedmen’s Bureau list of property owners. She had  
$500 in real property and $171 in personal property.   

Tilghman signed the 1867 petition with “his mark”  

on March 14, becoming the last man to do so.  
In 1892, Tilghman was among the trustees at Jerusalem 

M.E. Church who purchased a "church lot" from George and 
Eliza Peter to expand the church property.  

Martha and Tilghman had no descendants. 
 

George Blair  c. 1820–? (died before 1920) 
At the time of emancipation, George Blair was probably  

a slave, as his wife and children had her name on the 1860 
census. His wife, Louisa Carroll, was a free woman and 
property owner on Great Falls Road. She had purchased ½ 
acre of land there in 1857; her property is one of the five 
“col’d” in Rockville on the 1865 Martenet and Bond map.  

After emancipation in Maryland in November 1864,  
Louisa Carroll and George Blair were able to gather their 
children in a dwelling on the land she owned. George signed 
the 1867 petition for a school with his mark, as he could not 
read or write.   

According to the 1867 Freedmen’s Bureau list of property 
owners, Louisa Blair owned $150 in real property and $28 in 
personal property.  

They lived in Rockville with their seven children, and 
George worked as a carpenter. Louisa died in 1876. George 
moved to Olney with his son Robert by 1900. His daughter 
Carrie married the son of fellow signer, Reuben Hill.   

 

Henry Dove  c. 1830–c. 1895 
At the time of emancipation, Henry Dove was enslaved.  

He, his wife Sarah, the daughter of Thomas Price, and their 
four children were listed in the 1867 slave census as property  
of Samuel Willson. Apparently, they never lived on her father’s 
land but on Samuel Willson’s farm further south along the 
Great Falls Road where they had been enslaved. 

He signed the 1867 petition with his mark on March 2.  
Henry was listed on the 1870 census as a farmhand in a 

household with fellow signer Richard Williams. They were 
probably tenant farmers.   

Signers of the Great Falls Road Community 



He legally married Sarah Price on June 28, 1871. Her sister 
married another signer, Tilghman Graham. Fellow signer 
Richard Williams married their eldest daughter, Victorine.  

They have descendants still living in Montgomery County.  
 

 Adam Baker  c. 1833–1908 
Adam Baker’s status at the time of emancipation is uncertain. 

Adam’s wife Mary, and their daughters, Flavilla and Lucy, were 
held as slaves by Solomon Stover, a Rockville retail broker. 

Even though Adam could not read or write, education  
was important to him. On February 15, 1867 he signed the 
petition to support a school.  

By 1870, Adam and Mary had at least five children.  
He worked on Great Falls Road, probably as a farm or day 

laborer. Mary died in 1871, shortly after the birth of their  
last son, James. Adam then married Sophie Williams, the 
daughter of Solomon Williams, in June 1877. They had five 
more children. 

In 1893, was employed by merchant W.W. Welsh. He was 
severely injured in an accident at the B&O station while 
unloading agricultural machinery from a train. He lifted a 
mower and one of the heavy iron wheels struck Baker in the 
face. According to an Evening Star article: “Surgical aid was at 
once summoned and the pieces of the nose and lip, which 
merely hung by the skin, were sewed in place, and the patient 
is now doing as well as could be expected.”  

Adam moved to Washington by 1900, but has descendants 
in Rockville today.  

Before emancipation, two signers of the 1867 petition  
had been slaves belonging to the Beall sisters. Matilda, Jane 
Elizabeth, and Margaret Beall, daughters of Clerk of the Court 
Upton Beall and his wife Jane, inherited a number of slaves 
from their maternal grandfather, Adam Robb, a prominent 
planter. 

These slaves worked at their mill quarry or on the farm 
associated with the main residence in Rockville. The Beall 
sisters seldom bought or sold slaves, but they frequently hired 
them out, often to residents of the District of Columbia. An act 
of Congress signed into law by President Lincoln on April 16, 
1862 freed all enslaved persons residing within the borders  
of D.C. on that day. The act affected seventeen men, women, 
and children owned by the Beall sisters.  

A federal program entitled loyal slave owners to 
compensation for loss of their property. The Beall sisters 
submitted a petition to the U.S. government describing each 
slave. Altogether, the Beall sisters received $9,400 in 
compensation for their human property. 

 

Henry Tyler  c. 1817–? (died after 1880)  
Henry Tyler was living in D.C. on April 16, 1862 and thus 

became free. The Beall sisters’ petition for compensation 
described him as a servant, strong and healthy, about 44 years 
old, 5 feet 8 inches in height, valued at $1,000.  

Henry returned to Montgomery County, where he had a 
family. In 1867, the Freedmen’s Bureau recorded him owning 
no real estate but with personal property valued at $202. 
Perhaps this referred to his tools, furnishings or a means of 
transportation.  

He signed the petition for a school on March 2, 1867, one  
of the few signers who was able to sign his own name. At this 
time, he had a young son, Basil, who he undoubtedly wanted 
to have the benefit of an education. 

In 1870, Henry lived in Rockville with his wife Harriet and 
their son Basil, working as a farm laborer. By 1880, they had 
moved a bit north to the Cracklin District of Montgomery 
County to live with a daughter. Basil worked on a farm nearby. 
Descendants of Henry Tyler remain unidentified.  

 

Alfred Ross  c. 1830–? (died before 1900) 
Alfred Ross was a slave belonging to the Beall sisters. 

Alfred was a skilled carpenter and worked in Rockville.  

During slavery, he lived freely along the northernmost edge  
of the family farm, today known as Haiti. 

Alfred was freed from slavery by the 1864 state 
constitution on November 1. On February 27, 1867, he 
performed perhaps his first act of citizenship when he signed 
the petition with his “mark,” meaning he likely could not read 
or write.   

In 1867, the Freedmen’s Bureau recorded him owning no 
real estate but with personal property valued at $125. This 
certainly included his carpentry tools and perhaps household 
furnishings or a means of transportation.  

Alfred Ross married Jane Carroll, a fellow slave from the 
Beall house. By 1870, they had five daughters: Mary, Flora, 
Delia, Margaret and Elizabeth. Alfred and Jane, along with 
several other former slaves from the Beall farm, organized  
the Clinton A.M.E. Zion Church.   

After emancipation, Alfred continued to live and work  
on the Beall family farm. In 1871, Margaret Beall sold the 
property to Jane and Alfred. The Beall sisters sold many  
small parcels of land to their other freed slaves and to African 
American families. The property located along Martins  
Lane and Middle Lane became two of Rockville’s black 
neighborhoods. Alfred Ross’ fourth and fifth generation 
descendants still own and occupy the land he purchased.  

His daughter Flora married Adam Powell, son of fellow 
petition signer Hillary Powell and grandson of Solomon 
Williams. They have numerous descendants living in  
Rockville today.  

Signers from the Beall Farm 

Alfred Ross’s house on Martins Lane. 



Israel Butler  c. 1840–? 
At the time of emancipation, Israel Butler was enslaved. 

According to the 1867 census, he had been held in slavery by 
Margaret Clagett.  

He signed the 1867 petition with his mark, suggesting he 
could not read or write. His dedication to providing education 
to black children continued a year later in 1868, when Israel 
joined six other black men in purchasing ½ acre of land from 
Mary Brashears for a school. Israel was listed on the 1870 
census as a farm laborer in a household with his wife, as  
well as a servant in the home of attorney Richard Williams.  

Unfortunately, Israel cannot be located in Montgomery 
County on any later censuses.  

 

Reuben Hill  c. 1832–1915 
At the time of emancipation, Reuben Hill was enslaved  

by Samuel Stonestreet, Clerk of the Circuit Court. He was the 
third signer, with his mark, of the petition for a school on 
February 14 . Reuben’s marriage to a free woman, Rachel,  
was not recognized until after emancipation. They had  

seven 
children.  
Reuben  
and Rachel 
legally 
married in 
1871 and 
purchased 
acreage  
near Lincoln 
Avenue, east 
of Horners 
Lane. They 
were one  

of five black families recorded as landowners by 1879 in the 
area that would become Lincoln Park. Their property grew  
in 1880 when former confederate soldier Simeon Berry 
purchased land on Lincoln Avenue. Two days later, he sold 
half the land to Reuben’s oldest son and willed the remaining 
land and dwelling (now 305 Lincoln Avenue) to Reuben 
himself.  

The Hill family was well known in Rockville and Reuben 
worked at a local hotel and officiated at weddings and funerals. 
His son Reuben married George Blair’s daughter. Hill 
descendants continue to live in Montgomery County.  

 

Louis Proctor  c. 1845–1900 
Louis Proctor was a free man before emancipation. He  

was the second signer of the petition, which he did with his 
mark, and probably the youngest. He married Sarah Robinson 
on January 10, 1871. The census recorded them living in 
Rockville with their two sons. Louis worked as a laborer  

He died of pneumonia in 1900. Relatives of the Proctor 
family continue to live in the region.  

 

Henson Martin  c. 1828–1898 
Henson Martin was a free man in Rockville before 

emancipation. Although the census listings described him  
as illiterate, he must have learned to write his name as he 
signed the petition for a school with his own signature, which 
was shaky and accidentally omitted a letter.   

Henson, a laborer, and his wife Estelle lived in Rockville 
with their children, who were able to attend school. They were 
early members of Jerusalem M.E. Church and Estelle became a 
member of the Clinton A.M.E. Zion Church. Henson was among 
the church trustees that purchased land to expand Jerusalem 
M.E. Church property.  

In 1898, Henson died in his home after suffering paralysis. 
The residence at 305 Lincoln Avenue, once  
owned by signer Reuben Hill. 

School Trustees and Benefactor (the Property Seller) 

 Andrew Davis  c. 1831–1919 
At the time of emancipation, Andrew Davis was a free man 

working as a laborer in Rockville. During the Civil War, he 
served in the U.S. Colored Troops. The Freedmen’s Bureau  
did not record him as owning any property in 1867, but in 
1868 he joined the other school trustees in receiving Mary 
Brashear’s property. Later censuses listed him as carpenter, 
so he may have helped constructing a school. Around the  
turn of the century, he moved to Washington, D.C.  

 

Daniel Brogden  c. 1788–1879 
Daniel Brogden was once a slave. He purchased his own 

freedom “because he wanted a free hour to die in.” He was a 
free man by 1850. He purchased property on Great Falls Road 
in 1856 at the current site of the Masonic Hall; he lived next to 
the Grahams and the Blairs. Later censuses recorded him as  
a pump maker and minister. The Freedmen’s Bureau helped 
him obtain a settlement over failure to receive payment for 
installing a pump. He was also an exhorter, according to the 
early records of Rockville Methodist Church. In 1867, he 
witnessed the return of the money stolen by John Mortimer 

Kilgour. His obituary listed him as a Methodist minister whose 
“conduct through life has been a good example for his race.”  

 

John Brogden  c. 1835–c. 1900 
John Brogden was probably the son or grandson of Daniel 

Brogden. Censuses recorded them living on the same property 
on Great Falls Road. In addition to being a school trustee, John 
was also among the trustees at Jerusalem M.E. Church who 
purchased land in 1892 to expand the church property.  

 

Mary Warren Brashears   
c. 1836–1923 

Mary Warren was free by 1840, according to various 
censuses. She married John Brashears, also a free man, 
around 1860. In 1866, she purchased 18 acres of land in 
Rockville and on the 1867 Freedmen’s Bureau list of black 
property owners had $300 in real property. The next year,  
she sold ½ acre of her land to the school trustees for one 
dollar. In 1870, the census listed her own two sons as 
attending school. The Brashears family moved to Washington, 
D.C. by 1880, and then to Chicago by 1910.  

 



Resources 

U.S. Federal Censuses: ancestry.com, 
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www.discoverfreedmen.org 
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Peerless Rockville Research Library  

Rockville Memorial Library 
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1879 G.M. Hopkins Atlas 

Historical newspapers including the 
Washington Evening Star, Montgomery 
County Sentinel, Washington Herald,  
and The National Republican via 
Chronicling America: http://
chroniclingamerica.loc.gov 

Military Records: Fold3.com 

Montgomery County Land Records 

Maryland State Archives 

African Americans of Maryland 1832  
by Jerry M. Henson 

Montgomery County Marriage Licenses 
by Janet Thompson 

History of the Black Public Schools  
of Montgomery County, Maryland,  
1872-1961 by Nina H. Clarke and  
Lillian B. Brown 
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